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Duke Ellington titled his biography Music Is My Mistress and, along with his song “It Don’'t Mean a
Thing (If It Ain't Got That Swing”), it succinctly sums up the man and his philosophy. With the cen-
tennial of his pirth in 1999, the spotlight is once again shining on his remarkable achievements. He
created over 1500 compositions along with countless arrangements, and led one of the most influen-
tial and swinging orchestras of the 20th century, through which passed some of the greatest jazz
instrumentalists of all time. A refined and elegant man of broad artistic tastes, he set a standard of
excellence in his 50-year career that may never be equaled.

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was born in Washington, D.C. on April 29, 1899. Unlike
many of his contemporaries from the South, he grew up in a middle-class society family that provid-
ed him with the confidence and self-esteem to carry himself with dignity his entire life. Despite a con-
suming interest in baseball (that proved to be a distraction), Ellington began piano lessons at the age
of seven, and even though he had developed a keen interest in ragtime and barrelhouse piano, did
not take the instrument seriously until several years later. After hearing a talented pianist in
Philadelphia on the way back from summer vacation in Asbury Park, New Jersey, he finally sat down
with a purpose and composed his first piece, “Soda Fountain Rag.” By this time he had acquired his
nickname from an upwardly mobile high school friend who decided Ellington should have a classy
“title” if he was going to travel in high society. In 1917 he started playing professionally in Washington
and relocated to New York in 1923 as bandleader of the Washingtonians, eventually displaying the
influences of Willie “The Lion” Smith, James P. Johnson, and Fats Waller in his piano style.

Ellington made his recording debut in 1924 and went on to issue titles through 1926 to little fan-
fare. However, later in that year, the band released their first theme song, “East St. Louis Toddle-00”
(later covered by Steely Dan) and “Birmingham Breakdown.” Along with “Black and Tan Fantasy,”
"Creole Love Call,” and a gig at the Cotton Club that followed in 1927, the Duke Ellington Orchestra
had arrived. Except for a brief period during the early fifties when virtually all big bands struggled, his
glorious career continued unabated, literally up until his death on May 24, 1974. Despite the expect-
ed turnover in personnel, he survived the changing musical trends of every era, including bebop,
which he liked and smoothly incorporated into his sound. In addition to an unparalleled catalog of jazz
standards, Ellington also left as his legacy a number of ambitious suites, sacred music which he com-
posed in the sixties, appearances in films, and movie soundtracks.

The guitar was never a featured solo voice in the Duke Ellington Orchestra (like most bands
of the swing era), although the legendary Lonnie Johnson guested on a number of sides in 1928 to
Duke’s appreciation. Part of this was due to the lack of amplification before the late thirties and the
reluctance of many bandleaders to see the guitar beyond its traditional role as a time-keeping rhythm
instrument. Fred Guy joined the band full-time as a banjoist shortly after they relocated to New York,
then switching to guitar in 1933. Teddy Bunn took his place for eighteen months in the late twenties,
and recorded with Ellington in 1929. Guy played strictly rhythm, as did Freddie Green in Count Basie’s
band, until his departure in 1947. Ellington never replaced him, although he once expressed admira-
tion for Kenny Burrell. Nonetheless, due to the strong blues and swing influences that show up in the
melodies and riffs, Ellington’s music lends itself to guitar interpretation.

The fifteen classics that follow are arrangements based on the orchestral recordings, not tran-
scriptions of guitar parts. The resulting music is extremely melodic with cool, single-note lines and hip
chord voicings that blend seamlessly. They are a fitting tribute to the immortal music and genius of

Duke Ellington.

—Dave Rubin



Caravan

from SOPHISTICATED LADIES
Words and Music by Duke Ellington, Irving Mills and Juan Tizol
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Come Sunday

from BLACK, BROWN & BEIGE

By Duke Ellington
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Do Nothin’ Till You Hear From Me

Words and Music by Bob Russell and Duke Ellington
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Don’t Get Around Much Anymore

Words and Music by Bob Russell and Duke Ellington
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1 Got It Bad and That Ain’t Good

Words by Paul Francis Webster

Music by Duke Ellington
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| Let a Song Go Out of My Heart

Words and Music by Duke Ellington, Henry Nemo, John Redmond and Irving Mills
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I’'m Just a Lucky So and So

Words by Mack David
Music by Duke Ellington
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In a Sentimental Mood

Words and Music by Duke Ellington, Irving Mills and Manny Kurtz
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it Don’t Mean a Thing
(If t Ain’t Got That Swing)

from SOPHISTICATED LADIES

Words and Music by Duke Ellington and Irving Mills
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Mood Indigo

from SOPHISTICATED LADIES
Words and Music by Duke Ellington, Irving Mills and Albany Bigard
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Prelude to a Kiss

Words by Irving Gordon and Irving Mills
Music by Duke Ellington
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Satin Doll

from SOPHISTICATED LADIES

Words by Johnny Mercer and Billy Strayhorn
Music by Duke Ellington
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Solitude

Words and Music by Duke Ellington, Eddie De Lange and Irving Mills
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Sophisticated Lady

from SOPHISTICATED LADIES
Words and Music by Duke Ellington, Irving Mills and Mitchell Parish
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Words and Music by Billy Strayhorn

Take the “A” Train
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Al DiMeola Solos

by Dan Towey

This exploration of
DiMeola’s music includes
transcribed  solos  and
lessons and 17 songs:
Andonea ¢ The Embrace o
‘ Global Safari ¢ Indigo * Kiss
My Axe . Last Tango For Astor e Morocco ¢ One
Night Last June * Ritmo De La Noche o Traces Of A
Tear * and more.

0006003306 ......0oovereeerieieineesereeerssen e $16.95

guitar Al DiMcola Solos

Kevin Eubanks -
Creative Guitarist
An In-Depth Approach

To Music Concepts

& Techniques

by Kevin Eubanks

& John Amaral

Take an inside look at Kevin
Eubanks’ unique technique and fretboard visualiza-
tion, including: lead sheets for five original compo-
sitions ® chord forms e chord scales ¢ melodic
development ¢ approach techniques e technical
studies ® harmonic development e and more.
00696522 Book/CD Pack .........ccoovvvveecrnnce $19.95

The Jazz Style Of
Tal Farlow

THE ELEMENTS OF

Besor GUITAR

by Steve Rochinski

Finally, the book that defines
the melodic and harmonic
thinking behind the style of
one of the most influential jazz guitarists of the 20th
century, Tal Farlow. Includes instruction on: creating
single-line solos; visualizing the neck; use of anticipa-
tion, expansion, and contraction; reharmonization;
signature and chord voicings; chord-melody con-
cepts; special signature effects such as bongos and
harmonics; tune and solo transcriptions; and more!
00073245 coooveeirieirirseis e $19.95

Jazz Instruction

& Transcriptions

from Hal Leonard

L #waLt | Jim Hall -
; Exploring Jazz

Guitar

In this book the master ar-
chitect of jazz guitar takes the
| apprentice on a guided tour
through his workshop, with
an easy rhythmic pulse that
goes from 5t0rytelhng to serious shop talk. Besides
transcriptions of 10 Hall pieces, there are also in-
depth explorations of each work as well as other
information on preparation and playing techniques.
00699300..........covrrrirrirericnieiesininenn, $16.95

Extended Scale
Playing For Guitar
An innovative approach

to expanding left hand
technique.

by Joe Puma

The sliding first finger tech-
nique presented in this book
will give players a new and broader outlook on the
guitar. This book explores a variety of scales —
major, minor, half-tone/whole-tone — and includes

an introduction.
00007237 oo $7.95

50 Essential Bebop
Heads Arranged
For Guitar
The best lines of Charlie
Parker, Dizzy Gillespie,
Thelonius Monk, and many
more, for guitar with notes
R and tab. Includes: Donna Lee
e Groovin’ ngh o Ornithology ¢ Confirmation e
Epistrophy ¢ and more.
00698990 ..o $14.95

50

BEROPHEADS

Jazz Guitar Chord
Melodies

FOR SOLO GUITAR
arranged & performed by
Dan Towey

This book/CD pack offers
performance level chord-
melody arrangements of 12
popular jazz songs for the solo guitarist. They range
in difficulty from intermediate to advanced and
include notes and tab. The CD includes complete
solo performances. Songs include: All The Things
You Are ¢ Body And Soul ¢ My Romance ¢ How
Insensitive ® My One And Only Love ¢ and more.
00698988 Book/CD Pack..........cccoevviverinn. $19.95

Prices, contents and availability subject to change without notice.

The Woodshedding
Source Book -

| The Ultimate

| Practice Manual

g2 by Emile De Cosmo

This book/CD pack presents
a proven approach to prac-
ticing and is, in essence,
woodshedding in book form. Rehearsing with this
method daily will improve your technique, reading
ability, rhythmic and harmonic vocabulary, eye/finger
coordination, endurance, range, theoretical
knowledge, and listening skills — all which lead
to superior improvisational skills. The CD provides
full rhythm section and harmonic background for
all 66 exercises.

00842000 C INStruments ..............ooeeivveeenne $19.95
008420006 Eb Instruments ............ccceevevvrnens $19.95
00842007 Bass Clef Instruments .................. $19.95

JAzz GUITAR GREATS SERIES

Learn the best lines of the
masters! Each book/CD
pack includes note-for-note
legendary  jazz  perfor-
mances transcribed and
performed by Jack Grassel.
The CD features two ver-
sions of each song at differ-
ent tempos, with the rhythm
section on a different channel. Includes standard
notation and tablature.

Jazz Guitar Classics

Includes: Satin Doll/Kenny Burrell e Tangerine/Jimmy
Raney » Honeysuckle Rose/Django Reinhardt e Billie’s
Bounce/George Benson e Stella By Starlight/Tal Farlow
o Easy Living/Johnny Smith.

00698998 Book/CD Pack .........ccoevvvvevrrrenee. $19.95

Jazz Guitar Favorites

Includes: All The Things That You Are/Hank
Garland o I Hear A Symphony/Howard Roberts e
Oleo/Pat Martino » Speak Low/Barney Kessel o
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Yesterdays/Wes Montgomery.

00698999 Book/CD Pack ..........coooevrvvrenines $19.95

Jazz Guitar Standards

Includes: Falling In Love With You/Grant Green e
I've Got You Under My Skin/Jim Hall » A Night In
Tunisia/Billy Bauer * Stompin’ At The Savoy/Charlie
Christian e Yardbird Suite/Joe Pass ¢ You Brought A
New Kind Of Love To Me/Chunk Wayne.

00672356 Book/CD Pack .........ccccvcevernnnne. $19.95
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